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9th Annual Gas Shales Summit
June 2 – 3, 2010 Houston, Texas
Frac’ing and The Environment

Chairman: Peter Duncan 
CEO & President, MicroSeismic Inc.
In the space of 10 years the USA has made great strides towards energy independence by learning how to produce gas from shales that in the past were all but ignored. The technologies that have driven this achievement are horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracture reservoir stimulation. The latter, a process by which high pressure water is forced into the reservoir rock in order to create or enhance permeability through fracturing of the rock matrix, allows gas to be produced from rocks that would not otherwise permit the gas to flow to the producing wellbore. 

Hydraulic fracturing has been in use for 60 years, but the increase in the visibility of the technology owing to the importance of the gas shale discoveries has brought the technology under intense scrutiny. Such issues as the possibility of groundwater contamination from the chemicals that are often placed in the frac’ing fluids to increase the efficiency of the procedure have been raised. There have even been suggestions that frac’ing may lead to an increase in earthquake activity in the area of the treatments.

The purpose of this two day forum is to foster a healthy and open exchange of the facts and discussion of issues surrounding the development of gas shales, the technologies used to obtain gas from shales, the environmental concerns that have been raised about these technologies, and possible future restrictions on production. The subjects to be covered are as follows:

· The business, social and environmental importance of the gas shales to the US and the world

· Domestic US gas shale inventory 

· International gas shale inventory 

· Present and future frac’ing practices

· Water issues; supply and disposal

· Frac monitoring 

· Current  operating regulations and future trends

· Environmental concerns

· Regulatory perspective

· Operating company perspectives

The format will include keynote presentations delivered by leaders representing major issues, as well as papers and panels. The emphasis will be on open and reasoned discussion. 

John Hofmeister has agreed to be a keynote speaker. Co-Chairing the program will be Steve Dixon, Executive Vice President/Operations and COO, Chesapeake. Speaking on environmental challenges and opportunities will be Anita Thorhaug , President, US Association for the Club of Rome.

(page 1 of 2)



Speaking invitations that have been extended include:

Matt Simmons – CERO and founder Simmons and Company

Ken Salazar – US Secretary of Energy

Michael Economides ​– Professor University of Houston

Harold Korrel – CEO Southwestern Energy

Range Resources – John Pinkerton, Chairman and CEO  

Stephen A. Holditch - Head of the Harold Vance Department of Petroleum Engineering, Texas A&M

Burt Waite - Senior Geologist and Director of Environmental Services Moody and Associates

Dale M. Dusterhoft - Chief Executive Officer Trican Well Service Ltd.
Norman R. Warpinski - Chief Technology Officer Pinnacle (Houston)
Richard Stoneburner – EVP and COO, Petrohawk Energy 

EQT – Murray Gerber, Chairman and CEO 


About Peter Duncan, PhD.
Duncan holds a Ph.D. in Geophysics from the University of Toronto. He began his career as an exploration geophysicist with Shell Canada before joining Digicon Geophysical, first in Calgary then in Houston. In 1987 he helped Digicon found ExploiTech, Inc, an exploration and production consultancy. He was named President of ExploiTech when it became a subsidiary of Landmark Graphics in 1989. In 1992 he was one of 3 founders of 3DX Technologies Inc., a publicly traded independent oil and gas exploration company where he served as Vice President and Chief Geophysicist until March 1999. Since 1999, and prior to founding MSI, he participated in the startup of 2 technology based exploration service companies in Houston. Duncan is a past President of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists, and was the Fall 2008 SEG/AAPG Distinguished Lecturer speaking on the subject of passive seismic at 45 venues around the world.
